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U.S. Department John A. Volpe 55 Broadway
Of Transportation National Transportation Kendall Square

Systems Center Cambridge Massachusetts 02142
Research and
Special Programs
Administration

March 17,2003

US EPA Region 8
Attn: Mr. Jim Christiansen, Removal Project Manager
999 18(h Street, Suite 500 8EPR-ER
Denver, CO 80202-2466

Subject: Authorization for Purchase of Equipment Utilizing EPA Funds (>$1000.00)

Dear Jim,

In accordance with the Interagency Agreement (IAG) between the EPA and the Volpe Center, the
purpose of this correspondence is to request authorization for the purchase of the following:

HEPA Vacuum Cleaners for up to 1300 residences (minimum of 600 residences)
Estimated Price: $325 each ($422,500 total)

EPA will provide a HEPA (High Efficiency Particulate Air) vacuum to each residence where a removal
action has been, or will be, taken as well as residences where a removal is not warranted after air
monitoring has taken place. The purpose of the HEPA vacuums is to prevent the cross contamination of
tremolite asbestos fibers via the exhaust from a "regular" vacuum. Regular vacuum cleaners exhaust a
large amount of fibers taken in and disperse the fibers (clean and dirty) into the air. A vacuum cleaner
outfitted with a HEPA filter will reduce the dust via the vacuum exhaust by 99.97%.

Please sign below and return this letter to me if you approve of this purchase. If you have any questions,
please call me at 617-494-2574.

EPA Authorization

Sincerely,

John McGuiggin, PE
Project Manager

Cc: Mike Zimmerman/Project Officer
File/Libby Project Binder


